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Information for thofe who wifk to re-
mouve to America. By his excellen-
¢y Benjamin Franklin, prefrdent of
the commonwealth of Pennfylvania.

ANY perfons in Evrope, bav-

ing, diretly or by letters, ex-
prefled to the writer of this, who is
well acquainted with North Ameri-
ca, their defire of tranfporting and
eflablithing themfelves in that coun-
ury—but who appear to him to have
formed, through ignorance, miftaken
ideas and expeflations of what is to
be obtained there~he thinks it may
be ufeful, and prevent inconvenient
expenfive, and fruitlefs removals an
voyages of improper perfons, if he
gives fome clearer and truer notions
of that part of (he world, than ap-
pear o have hitherto prevailed.

He finds, it is imagined by num-
bers, that the inhabitants of North
America are rich, capable of reward-
ing, and difpofed to reward, all forts
of ingenuity ; that they are, at the
fame time, 1ignorant of all the fci-
ences ; and confequently, that ftran-

ers, polleffing talents in the belles-
ettres, fine arts, &c. mull be highly
efteemed, and fo well paid, as to
become ealily rich themfelves ; that
there are alfo abundance of profita-
ble offices to be difpofed of, which
the natives are not qualified to fill;
and that having few perfons of fa.

.

mily among them, firangers of birth
muft be greatly relpefted, and of
courfe cafily obtain the beft of thofe
ofhices, which will make all their for-
tunes ; that the governments, too,
to encourage emigrations from Eu-
rope, not only pay the expenfe of
erfonal tran{portation, but give
ands gratis to flrangers, with negroes
to work for them, utenfils of huf-
bandry, and flocks of caule. Thefe
are all wild imaginations : and thofe
who go to America, with expefta-
tions founded on them, will furely
be difappointed,

The truth is, that though there
are, in that country, few people fo
miferable as the poor of Europe—
there are alfo very few that in Eue
rope would be called rich, Itis ra.
ther a general happy mediocrity that
prevails, There are fewv great pro-
prietors of the foil, and few tenants,
Moft people cultivate their own
lands, or follow fome handicraft or
merchandife—very few rich enough
to live idle upon their rents or in-
comes ; or to pay the high prices
given in Europe, for painting, {la.
tues, architeflure, and the other
works of art, that are more curious
than ufeful. Hence, the natural ge-
niufes, that have anfen in America,
with fuch talents, have uniformly
quitted that country for Eurape,
where they ‘can be more fui(agly
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rewarded. Itis true that letters and
mathematical knowledge are in ef-
teem there : buc they are at the {ame
time more common than is appre-
hended ; there being already exafting
nine colleges or univerfities, viz,
four in New England, and one in
each of the provinces of New Yoik,
New Jerfey, Pennfylvama, Mary-
land, and Virginia, all furmifhed
with learned profellors; befides a
number of {maller academies: thefe
educate many of their youth in the
languages, and thofe fciences that
guaiify men for the profeflions of
duninity, law, or phyfic, Strangers,
indeed, are by no means excluded
from exercifing thofe profeflions ; and
the quick increafe of inhabitants
every where, gives them a chance of
employ, which they have in common
with the natives. Of civil offices or
employments, there dre few ; no {u-
-perfluous ones as in Europe: and it
s a.rule eftabl fhed in fome of the
flates, that no office fhould be {o pro-
fitable as 10 make it delirable, %‘hc

6th articde of the confluution of

ennfylvania, runs exprefsly in thefe
words : *‘ As every freeman, to pre-
ferve lns independence (if he has not
a fufhcient eflate) ought 10 have fome
profeflion, calling, trade, or farm,
whereby he may honcl{ly {ubfift,
there can be no neceflity for, nor ufe
in, eftabl-fthing offices of profit ; the
ufual effells of which are dependence
and fervilitv, unbecoming freemen,
in the poffeflors and expeflants ; fac-
tion, coniention, corruption. and difs
order among the pesple, Whercfore
whenever an office, through increafe
of fees or otherwifz, becomes {o pro«
firable as to cccafien many to apply
far ity the profis cught 10 be leflened
by the legiflature.”

Thefe ideas prevailing more or lefs
in all the united flates, it cannot be
worth any mon’s while, who has a
means of living at home, to expatri-
ate himfelf in hopes of obtaining a
profitable civiloffice in America ; and

as to military offices, they are atan
end wuh the war, the armies being
difbanded. Much lefs is it advifeable
for a perfon to go thiher” who has
no othér quality to recomtmend him
but his birth, Iy Europe it has in-
deed its value 5 but 1t 1s a commodi-
ty than cannot be carried to a worle
market than that of America, where
people do mot enquire, conceraing a
ftranger, what is he ? but, what can he
do ? If he has any ufeful art, heis
welcome : and if he exerctfes it, and
behaves weil, he will be refpelied by
all that know hiin, But a mere man
of quality, who, on that account,
wants to hve upon the public, by
fome office or falary, will be defpifed
and difregarded. The hufbandman is
in honour there, and even the mecha-
nic, becaufe their employments are
ufeful. The people have a faying,
that God Almighty is himfelf 2 me~
chanic, the greatcil in the unmwerfe;
and he is refpetied and admired
more for the varety, ingenuity, and
utility of his handy. works, than for
the antiquity of his famuly, They
are pleafed with ihe obfervation of 2
negro, and frequently mention_ i1,
that 13occarorra (ineanirg the white
man) make de black- man_ workee,
make de horle workee, make dc ox
workee, make ebery ting workee;
only de hog, He de heg »0 workee ;
he eat, he drink, he walk about, he
go to fleep when he pleas, he .1ib
like a gentleman. According to thefe
opinions of the Americars, one of
them would think himfelf more
obliged 10 a gernealogilt, who could
prove for him that his anceftors and
relations for ten generations had
been ploughmen, {m:uhs, carpen-
ters, turners, weavers, tanners, or {hoe.
makers, and confequently that they
were ufeful members of fociety ; than
if he could only prove thay were gen-
tlemen doing_nothing of value, but
living idly on the labour of vihers,
mere fruges confumere mati, and
otherwife good for nothing, ull by
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their death, their eflates. hike the
carcafe of the negro’s genileman-
hog, cometo be cue up.

With regard to encouragements
for flrangers from guvernment, they
are really only whatare derned from
good laws and hbeity, Strangers are
welcome 3 becaufe there v room
enough for them all : and therefore
the old inhabitants are not jealous of
them, The laws protet them fufhici-
ently, {o that they have no need of
the patronage of grear men; and
every one will enjey fecurely the
profits of his indufiry. But'if ke does
not bring a fortune with him, he
mull work, and be induflrious, 1o
live. QOne or two years relidence
give himall the rights of a citizen:
but the government does not at pre-
fent, whatever it mav have done in
former times, hire pcople to become
feulets, by paying their paffages,
giving land, negroes, utenfils, flock,
or any other kind of emolument
whatfoever. In fhort; America is the
land of labour, and by no means
what the Enghth call lubbe.land,
and' the French pays de cocagne
where the fireets are faid to be pa\'CJ
with half peck loaves, the houfes
tiled with pancakes, and where the
fowls fly about ready roafled, cry-
ing. *‘ come cat me }”’

\Who then are the kind of perfons
to whom an emigration t0 America
may be advantageous ? And what are
the advantages they may reafonably
expett P

Land being cheap in that coubtry,
from the vaft forelts fill void of in-
habitants, and not likely 10 b& occu-
pied in an age to come, infomuch
that the property of an hundredacres
of fertile foil, full of wood, may be
obtained near the fronuers in many
places, for eight or ten guincas, hear-
ty, voung, labouring men, who under-
fiand the hufbandey of corn and car-
tle, which is nearly the fame in that
country as in Europe, may eafily ef-
tablith themfelves there, A little'mo-

ney, {aved of the good wages they re-
ceive there while they work”™ for
others, enables them to buy the land

*and begin their plantation, in which

they are afhled by the good wih of
their ne:ghbours, and fowne credit,
Maulutedes of poer people from Eng-
land, Ireland, Scotland; and Geerma-
ny, have, by this means, in a few
years, become wealthy farmers, who
‘}n their own countries, where all the
ands are fully occupied, and the
wages of lbour low, could never
have emesged from ihe mean conditi-
on wherein ihey were born,

From the [zlubrity of the air, ke
healihinefs of the climate, the pienty
of geod provifions, and the encou-
ragement to ecarly marriagessby the
certainty of (ubliftence in cultivaiing
the earth, the increafe of mbab:rars
by natural generation 1s very rap.d
in America, and becomes fhill more
fo by the accellion of firangers.
Hence there is acontinual demand for
more ariifans of all the neceflary and
dieful kinds, to fupply thofe cultiva-
tors of the earth with houfs, and
with furniture and utenh!s of the
grofler forts, which cannot fo weil be
brought from Europe. Tolerably
good workmen inany of thole re-
chanic arts, are fure to find employ,
and to be well paid for their wok,
there being no rellraints preveung
firangers  {rom exerafing any art
they underfland, nor any permn.fhion
neceflary, 1f they are poor, they tc-
gin fift as f{ervants or journeymen
and if they are fober, induflrious
and frugal, tiiey foea become mai:
ters, ellablifh themielves in bulinefs
marry, rafe fambies, and become
refpetiable ciuzens,

Alfo perfons of moderare fortnres
and capitals, who, having a numiec
of children to provide tor, are def-
rous of bringing them up to indui-
try, dind 1o fecure eflates for (heir
oflerny, have opportunities of go-
ing it i Amerna which Europe
dugs not afford, There they may e
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taught and praflice profitable mecha-
mic arts, without incurring difgrace
on that aceount ; but on the conyrary
acquiring refpeft by their abilities.
Therr finall capitals, laid out in lands,
which daily Eecnmc more valuable
by the increafe of people, afford a
folid profpeél of ample fortune there-
after for thofe children, The writer
of this has known feveral inflances of
large trafls of land, bought on what
was then the frontiers of Pennfylva-
pa, for ten pounds per hundred
acres, which, afier twenty years,
when the fettlements had been ex-
tended far beyond them, fold readily
without any improvement made up-
on them, for three pounds per acre,
The acee in America is the fame
with the Englith acre, or the acre of
Normandy,

‘Thofe who defire to underfland
the ftate of government in America,
would do well to read the conflitun-
ons of the feveral flates, and the ardi-
cles of confederation that bind the
whole together for .general purpoles,
under the direflion of ane affembly
called the congrefs. Thefe conflitu-
sivis have been printed by order of
congrefs in America : two editions
of them have alfo been printed in
J.ondon : and a good tranflation of
shem into French, has lately been
publifhed at Pacis.

Several of the princes of Europe
having of late, from an opinion of
advantage to arife by producing all
commo«fitic« and manufallures within
their own dominions, {o as to dimis
mith or render ufelefs their imporia-
tions, endeaveured (0 entice work-
men from other  countries, by
high falaries, privileges, &c.—many
perfons, pretending to be fkilled in-
vartious great mantfaltures, imagin-
ing that America muft ke n want of

them, and that congref{s wout& ro-
p%e
of,

bably be difpofed to imita
princes abuve mentioned, have
pofed to go over, on condition
Lanng their paflages

pad, lan ¢

given, falaries appointed, exclufive
privileges for terms of years, &c.
Such perfons, on reading the articles
of confederation, will hnd that the
congrefs have no power commutted to
them, or money put into their hands,
for fuch purpofes; and that f any
fuch encouragement is giver, it muft
be by the government of foine fepae
rate flate. This, however, bas rarcly
been donein Amenica : and when 1t
has been done, 1t has rarcly fucceed.
ed, fo asto efabhin a manulatiure,
which the country watnor vet (o nipe
for as (o encourage private perfons
to {et i up; labour being generally
too dear there, and hands difficuls 10
be kept togeiner, every one dchinng
to be a mafier, and the cheapncls of
land inclining many to leave trades
for* agriculture. Some indeed have
met with fuccefs, and are carried on
to advantage : Lut they are genenally
fuch as requirc only a few hands, or
where:n great part of the work 1s
performed by machines. Goods that
are bulky, and of fo fmall value 2a

“ not well 10 bear ‘the expenfe of

freight, may oftien be made cheaper
in the country than they can be im-
ported ; and the manufafture of fuch
goods will be profiiable wherever
there isa fufhcient demand. The far-
mers in America produce indeed a
good deal of woor and flax; and
none is exported ; it i3 all worked
up ; but itisin the way of domeilic
manufaflure, forthe ufe of the fam:-
ly. The byying up quantities of
wool and Hax with !:e ze(ign taem-
ploy fpinners, weaven, &c. and form
great eftablifhaients, producing quan-
tities of linen and woollen goods
for fule, has been feveral times at-
tempted in different provinces : but
lho& -projefis have generally failed
goods of equal value being nmpov:cJ
cheaper. And when the governments
have been f{olicited to (ﬁppon fuch
{chemes by encooragemenis, inmoney
or by impofing dutieson theimportation
of fuch goods, it has beea geaerally
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refufcd, on this_principle, that if the
country 13 nipe for the manufacture, it
may be carned on by private perfons
to advantage ; and if not, 1t 15 a fol-
Iy 10 think of forcing nature, Great
ctlabl:hments of manufatiares, re.
qu're grest numbers of poor 1w work
for {mall wagey ; thelc pour are (0 e
fourd 10 Eurcpe, but will not be
fourd 1n America, tli the landy are
all tak»n up and cuitivated, and the
excefs of penple, who cannot get
land, want emplovment. The many-
fa-ture of Olk, they” fay, 18 natural
in Frince, asthat of cloth in Eong-
Jand, becaufe each coumtry penduces
in pleary the firlt maenal. Buat of
England will have a manufaéture of
firh, as weil 2y that of cloth, and
France one of cloth, as well 2 thag of
fiik, v efe unnatural operanony mufl
be tipported by mutual prohibitions,
or high duties on the importation

each oithers goods ; by which means
the workmen are enabled 10 12x the
home cunfumer by greater pnees,
while the higher wages .they recerve
make them neither happrer or nch-
er, fince they only drink more and
work lefs, Therefore the govern-
menis in Amenca do nothing 10 en-
courage fuch projefts. 'Ihe people,
tiy this means, are not impofed cu
either by the merchant or mechame.
1f the merchant demards too much
profr on imparted (houes, they buy of
the fhoemaker; and if he afks too
hizh a price, they take them of ke
m-rciant. Lhas the wo profeilions
are chacks an each other, e fhoe-
mikcr however, by, on the whole, a
coufiderabic prunt upon s laboe
in \meics, beyond what he had 1n
Loi-pe, av he can odd 10 hie piice a
fur +early equal 19 all the cxprnfes
of treighiand coman'hon, npue ur
intura e, &, peceManly charged by
gie er Nane, And?® the eafs 1y the
fame w. h wothkmen in every othes
mechamie aer, blesce iz by, (hat ans.
fars generatiy live beseer and gore

¢

and (achss are goud  economilly,
make & comfortinle pruvibon for
age, and for har children, Such
may, therefuce, remove wuh advaa-
tage 1o America,

In the old long fettled couniren
of L. .mpe, all ary, trades, th-
ont, farme, &, are fo full, that i »e
difhculs fir a2 poor man, who hen
children, 10 place them where they
may gan, or leatn 10 gain & devess
hivels . The artrfaney, who fean
cresting future nivals in bubaels, ¢e-
fule to take spprentines, but upen
condinons of money, maunienance,
or the Like, which the parents ose
unabls to comply with, Heace the
youth are brought up in ignarance of
every ganful ary, end obliged 10 be-
come foldees, ar fervands, or thieves,
fre a (ublifirnce. In America, the
rapid increale of inhabuants  takes
away that feqr };ﬂn' + aod arts-

fam  willingly ve @ nLces
from the hope b Pl:;:" lo-
bour, during 1 er of the
tme Ripulsted, they Ball be
inRrutted. Hedse ealy For pous

famibies to get thesr ch Ldren 1nliwet-
ed ; for the arvifans arc {0 defrrous of
spprentices, that many of them will
even give money 1o the parean, o
hive bove Ienmten to hifieen yoans
of age buund spprentiies 1o 1hen,
ull the age of iwenty. oo and maay
pert psrrm‘r, Ly that mea.s,
onther arn 1he eountry, o -
ed mhney e o "DV land hal‘9
crnt ro o83 L them{ fver, and 10
fubhil e el oF ther ¢ faanly b, ager-
culture, Thele contratts for appien-
wes air made belace 4 magiliraee,
who res ates the agreement seiosd-
g 10 r2afsn and patlice |, stal baving
11 view e Daemsuon ot g future ule-

fui 132, anegry the walsr 1o en-
g tr s W on nwleatane, not only
a9 dari s e bae of fervig Bpy-

jard, e apuieniie fhal be duiy
proz. led wah mest, denk, apper i,
wathing, and lodgng, s d at ity ¢a

catily 1n Amenica than ia Europe ; p.rasios wid s comg.cie new lud !
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clothes, but alfo that he fhall be
tavght to read, write, and caft ac-
counts ; and that he fhall be well in-
firucted “in the art or profeflion of
his mafler, or mn fome other, by
which he may afterwards gain a [ive-
Iihood, and be anie in his turn to
radfe a family. A copy of this in-
denture is given to the aporentice or
Ins friends, and the magidiraic keeps
arecord of 1ty to which recourfe thay
be had, in cafe of falure by the ma(-
t>r in any point of performance.
“This defire among the mailers to
haie more hands employed in work-
fng for them, induces them to pay
the pallages of young perfons, of both
fexes, who on their arrival agree to
{erve them one, two, three, or four
years ; thofe, who have alicady learn-
ed a trade, agreeing for a fhorter
term, in proportion to their {kiil,
and the confvquent hmmediate vatue
of therr frtvice 3 and thofe who have
nons, agrecing fora longer term, in
confideration of beung taught an art
their poverty would not permit them
to acquire in their own cauntry,

The almoft general mediocrity of
fortune that prevails in  America,
obliging s people to follow fome
bulinefs for fubfiflence, thofe vices
that anfe ufually fiom idlencfs, are
ina great mealure prevented. Induf-
try end conftant employment are
great pre(crvalivcs*ge morals and
virtue ofa nadon, ce bad exam-
ples to youth are more rare . Ame-
rc2, which mufl be a comfortable
tophileration to parents, To this may
be truly added, that ferious religion,
vinder its various denominations, is
not orly tolerated, but refpefled and
yratufed. Athefmisunknown theve ;
iefidelity rare and fecret 5 {o that per-
{fons may live to a great age in that
country without having their piety
fhocked by w-eting with eicher an
atheift or an infidel. And the Divine
Being feems to have manifelted his
approbation of the mutual forbear-
auce and kiuduels with which the

different fefls treat each other, by the
remarkable profperity with which he
has been plealed to favour the whole
couniry,—1aliy, 1784.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



