President Strikes Blow
For ‘Finalize’ as English

Special to The New York Times.

WASHINGTON, Nov, 29 |
In the course of his highly
articulate news conference to-
day, President Kennedy struck
one grating note for lovers of
the English language, He
used that bureaucratic favor- .
ite “finalize.”
- “We have not finalized any
plans,” Mr. Kennedy said
when asked about a2 possible
trip overseas.

The new edition of Web-
ster's Unabridged Dictionary
defines finalize as “to put in -
final or finished form.” It
gives as an example the use
of the word by former Presi-
dent Eisenhower.

A grieving linguist com-
mented today that *Eisenhow-
cr began the process, and.
Kennedy is finalizing it.” '
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